
MODERN MAGIC.

"That.-' sii«! th.* Father, pointing to the
portrait In an Illustrated paper, "is i>r. Holbank,
.vho write bo many Schoolbook*, it should be
»>f hit ?'.-si t.. you."
"Did he writ.· 'Holbank's Arithmetik!"' ssked

the H.y.
..Yes."
"May l have the pIcturcT'
"Certainly- glad t.» see you laklng aa Intelli¬

gent Interest In >>>ur work. You can cui It out."
Tb»· Boy was of untidy appearance ¡md sallow
complexion. 11·· possessed a! school unions his
fellows ;i reputation f-.r mystery which he thor¬

ough!) enjoyed. He did mi ,-itt»*ni|>t t<> main·
t.-!iii it in the more critical and sceptical atmos¬
phere of his bom»·. His nani.· was Williams
Charles Williams; Smith, aged eleven, fully be¬
lieved in bim; Thompson, aged thirteen, had ad¬
mitted there might be something in it.

As tin y entered school Charles Williams care¬

fully abstained from speaking t<» Smith, but

pressed ;i note into his band.
"What's up?" said Smith. n<>t being entirely

ready fur mystery nt tin· moment
Williams put one finger warniio-ly t.. his lips

and pass.·.! on. Smith opened th>- not··. It was

Inscribed ..utsid". "H. Simili, esq. S.crit and
l-rlvate." Inside it ran:
"See in·· Imeadlately after school on a ur·,·. nt

mater of business. Your help is neaded.
iHlgnedl «'. Willlama."

G? the street from the s.h >. ?. down by Ihe lef!
to Ihe end ..f tb·· town, wen! C. Williams und
ll Smith. It was a winter afternoon, and dark.
«'. Williams paused before a house in process of
building, standing alone on the outskirts. Tb.·
workmen engaged on p bad gone.
.This is th.- pia.···.'· said Williams "Follow

m·· No; w lit until tb·· lantern Is ready." He
produced a small lantern from his pocket and lit

it. "Now we're ready. Ask no questions."
"Shan't we b.· ropped?' asked Smith.
"Who's t.. <op us."· replied tb·· dauntlesa und

mysterious one,
H> means ->f a ladder ihey made ihelr way t.-

tb·· first floor, which w¡«s still m ih·· skeleton
stage, Smith found th.· ladder good

This is rather sport." be said
it won't b«· sport f«.r some one else when I've

finished, lie careful one fuis· step and you're
dashed i«> atoma"
They seated themselves side by side on h

rafter, and Smith produced ins portrait "f Dr.
Hoihank.
"Do ...n know who that is'"
"No."
"It's tb· man w Ii · wrote the arlthmelli I've

I.. :. itn his tía. k f..i years, and n«t« I've gol
lot:.
"What are · ou coin·-* lo do
"Kill l.i'n. you're t·. help me. N·· on«· will ·.

kmo* U's going i" ?·· don«- b) magi the wn)
lh··) used ?·' d in ib· old da) -

"

ill Ii m '.· ba! ) in« al

"See th. ? ?

Well ""

Hai '· ·!· g·»! ai. .h
li .·? 'kept In" for iirlthtn

Tv ? An·! ?
.,:;¦' ·| IH I- .1; Ill· h«Mlk ?- I" V.

Tak« 11.· pin and 'lie llu-iti Ini ih- lw«i

eye» lh. pictui ··. That's Ighi. now !i
Mm ?

-Wb) '·"'
\\ hateVer w .· do to ??·· 1·?· tin· Ii .; ;¦· ?.«

t b· ? "a' man. I'm suing t·· dig . pin Ini · tb·

fol head p -¦ "¦ Th U's ahere the brain
.' '.I - nd blln Ilia I That'll l«-ai h ll

lai traps r ·? us: that'll teach bun recurrlii« «!··.
mais "

l sa) ·?·. ) "? Ihlnk ¦¦ ·· ought to «!·» thl "'

Ton don't know an) more ab »ut rvv« ngi tl ··

a hiM I've Iteen on his n ans trai k f· ?

Said that before? Oh. yes. so I did How man.

hörst« does it lake t.. plough a held In ten days
If on. if Ihe bas··.- .. :¦ lai I'll ?··.?· h l ?
?., ask questions iik· that! This on« Is in hb
heart." And anothci pin ?·· 11··p»?· ·? the centi.
..f he \'. .iti b bain in il" ?" ? a ll N··
d« ad

ly." «aid Smith, aghast, "Isn't this rathei
going ,; mean, if It's real "

"It's real enough. T«i make quite certain, if
you'll ..¡..ti ib· lantern I'll burn thai portrall
Noi n \\..:d i·. anyhoily, mind this Is a hanging
business 11 a e'i. aught
"You might have told me lhal b fore If I t..

Ileved ll"
"You'll It» III ve il .il rlgh m lu u h '.

dead '..t...· on dow ri ili«- lad·!·-· I'll m an)
¦f t h·- polli ¦· ai .vaiiim t··· u- » .m and
ha« k Ile ;."··?· d >uf aullo "High!. th.

«asl's ai. Nom ib· ?. run f..? y»»ui life."

"Fall r ? d the Magician thai night Ii
in 11..H.a·,1: .!· ad'"
"Of oun II·· di. d a week u:. more,

That's why ihey pin his portrall In ihe pafN>i
"

'I··" n say an) thing abou ? him "'

"<>nl\ lhal he died recently it d.nn'l give Ihe
date- and lhal h· »sas the author ..f «jom« well«
known sehnollNtoks "

"I should iik.· ?·, «ut iiiat bit out, t.-, ? «vani
t.. show it t.. another I«) "

"Certainly, As Iv, always said, an Intelligent
Interest in your work is what I Iik·· ?·. see."
And c Williams took thai obituary paragraph

t*> sel.? two day? later and hla reputation f<>r
magical powers, combln··«! with s total warn ..r
Principle, is on the Increase. (Harry Pain In
Mack and White

THE CREEREI I. IDIOT.
From Th· Indiana poll« Journal.

"I we.· ...i th- »hoe clerk boarder, thai there
? king in Africa who has been drunk for fifteen

....?

. "??,! ,
","1 ¡.I" ,',l"r·".1 '««ot. "la whal mlghlbe calli d ii ioaking reign.

?

SPOILED THF DINNER FOR HIM.
From The ?», troll Free Pr«sa
"Hlu.si Thanksgiving I >\<r spent?" mu -.1 th.

¡??» old Ketiiletiian ivh«t haa an uneonquerabli .mt ?
»thy lo iiraiilcul politic*, it »lands nul m un
memory ilk. an »bel Ink on ? plane, and It wu noi
io vei· long igo Uh« r
"1 bad lieen Indu« ··.! lhal fall In run foi in Im«

portant |»ubi:«· office, n wn dune iigaliii m>
lietier Judicmenl and under gr-al pre are, but
when .? man ? iit»i ui-b u Aghi In «vanta In win '

I was m a close districi m.? determined t.. pm up
Ihe ver) ?--' Ughi thai the circumstances would
|.· rmii I advertise·! it on«*«· for an exlrn I. n >?
ai.h-? .I n 'tu Ih« many ? lio r· ·ipondi ,| »elected

t beautiful Irlghl and dashing young woman who
luatlfled m) immediati faith In her ability Sh.
fini all my privali correspondence, knew ..^ much
iiiMiut ih. in de of the campaign as ? did. ¦> irked
day and nlghi with a wiillngneas ibai ?» is nur«
prising and even took from one of my sbrewdcMl
bdvlaers lb« Hal ol voters in the strong« t section
uiih which had lo contend, with full Instructions
us tn how Ihe mosl Influential persons anioni; them
foul.I I..· won to my cause. It was i;ri ;il Work .ilnl
v.i I (.11 s.v.-ral hundred short of the normal
.arty vote,

My -u. ?. s ful opponent lived in a neighboring
lovvu and uiaeiounly larlted u»e to be bla guest on
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In III«· mi·! «I nf the pit»·» filili»;· .1 lin!. ...I<»r..l
nil am. runhins down the sir·»·!, li.-r open
jacket flying «traighl from tin- uhoulderi and her

ikl o h »? on it,, hi. li .,i )i,r he i»l SI».· h id
bardi) «topped before her f«»-t betta? ?·» beat
time upon lb«· l«»n·· ?.?« »aik- ahlb« bei ·»·

Slowed with ndmirlnx pleasure Presenil) th«
in |.It Ilion I'·' Ule IK' ill'l· aii'l he well! WliU,
in;.; .-1 ! 11 \ in .in Impromptu «I. There w ?¬

.? «Imi· Ht II« ? ill Willi Inn: Kuhlen »nil-, pink
and whit«· lac» and bis blue ·¦».· win» wauled
on,, ol it.. ..in. km.? ..G i".ii SI.·· tipp..I lo

Hie -?, loi··. I .Lin·, ?? -,·. threw ber armi al.out her
and Ih·· pair Klepped in«iril.\ ;.. Un mici«· lhal

tin.· ..ui »tronxi-r and fauler for iheti especial
benefit. ?'.ii riai-·s drew up on Ihr ?-pli.ill. men
on heir way from bu un topped and u·«

peer«·«! from every window In ihe nelxhhorhood.
There wan applause and laughter, while the man
.ii the hurdy-gurdy was reanins n harvest.
As He· f» stiviti. .·. were at their height ¦ ponder

ou old aunty from whom ll.1.1..1 girl had evi¬
dently taken Midden have furiaci up iti» street
appeared under lull .-».»u.

lien ,? «mile broke over tli- face, and he said:
"Why, ..«»u know I am always after new* ? beard
?bou this mini, and gol a lip that u was - »Ins
lo I«.· milled, an.l I wen I Her.· lo Set Ih·· new»."
Th.it- all right," -«.nd ilo· magistrale "but what

»» re »..u .loin,- wilh ¡? chicken in your hand""
ih.· new ?«tutper man he~ut.it.-.| but m Instant, and

.ml \v.n. vu ··..·. I wanted ?«» clinch m> new«
n. in is beimi im.-, no I Just grabbed ih»· chicken
to siiow ih. r.· wa-» a chicken fight."
The murlstrale looked at linn a moment, ami

-..ml: "Well, votili »lo. v,.u are illm'harg«*d.

Ml. FOR THF I. ITTI.F 0\F.
Prom lie· 'leveland Leader
Th.» were Mlllln,' before » blazing lo,- that lay

In ih.· la whin colonial llreplace. After a loin;
-ll. nee ,h.· asked:
"Do »on · ».r .->·»· pictures in ih«· leaplns Ramea?"
"Vi ," he »il m l»w. earnest tones; "do voir."'
Sometime»»," »h« sighed. "What are the pliures

tuai most ut ion appear tu you/"

"There Is a maiden's face," he tremblingly re-
turned, "that I can see when I am alone.a face
with large, soulful eyes, and lips that 1 would give
my soul to kiss."
Tho flame died down, and slender shreds of gruy

smoke curled up Into the chimney. «Outside, the
wind shrieked and swept stray ptnhssds of hard
snow against th»* panca

Sh·· leaned over a little nearer to him and looked
longing!) Into his fsoa
He was thinking of th.* nife who had put tier

arms around his iie,.'k, when sh.· lay up»m her
deathbed, and Blade bini promise never to take
another in I.er pia.-e. Ilo thought, loo. of the
motherless little one ?? home, In Its .-rii», and then
be I.H.ked at the sweet, wistful face that was
turned toward him.the f.u*<· that was ever before
him in bis dre,nu¬

lli· aros··, and she also stood up. Somehow her
little lingers bad found their way into his bands.
The wind moaned as if it had been the volee of

a lost soul. ? shiver passed over him from head to
foot and he look·-·! around BS If he expected to
s.·.· the reproachful face of bis dead wife.but she
waan'l th.-ro.
BO, in time, the little on«· in th.* crib at home was

taken in hand by a Stepmother, and the wind
ceased to have a monopoly of the shrieking busi¬
ness in those parta

-?-

WINNING A WOMAN'S LOVE.

Ai.'iiat.N.jN ??·;???;µ!.\µ ticikd ? nkvv RMCIFI
WITHOUT m.W'Kkd .srccKSH.

I-'rom The ("lev-land lavi 1er.
^
Algernon Perkenham had for a ????. long time

.«»v..I Aike d'Orsay fi rvently.almost madly; but
she had not seemed t.. return his passion with the
enthusiasm thai he could have wished. ?? a tn.it·
I r of fact, she had always seemed to become In¬
tensely Interested In hors«·.-, or golf or the latestnovel whenever h.· had begun to verge upon the
subject of love. This bad disagreed with th»· diges¬tion and. ronscnuently, the spirits of Mr. l'crken«
ham He i-ult hanging around the stage doors;ired noi bina* for the stories that were told at liLs
»bib, and aroused the anxiety of bis mother.
on.- day h<· gol hold of s book in which he read

that the surest way to win a woman's love wan to
appear Indifferent to .her; to treat her as if she
were unworthy of being taken seriously, and to dlS·
pute evel » hitig thai >he said.
Algernon Perkenham'a heart gave a mighty leapwhen h.· r.ad this, insomuch that his tonsils were

ulm.ist knocked from their foundations
"I'll begin t.. night," h- said to hlms-lf "I'll

make her think that I look upon h.-r ,?>? the dust
beni uh in- feel I'll paralyze h.-r!"
So thai evening he called at the d'Orsay palie*,

for. as he told bis friends, he "had the ongtrsyihere." the Perkenhami and the dOrsaya beingmutually Intérêt ted In the stock yards business.'The beautiful girl swept into thé drawing-roomafter Hi.· young man had waited half an hour, and
exclaimed
"Oh, good evening, Mr Perkenham. I'm so glad

to see you. It's ( beautiful .veiling, an it?"
lb threw one leg over the other, yawned and

replied:
"I ¦' I dur.no Ii iln'l -··> w »mi."
"Warm?" s M. replied, In some surprise. "Ko, It

Isn't loo warm It's |usl nl.
"Think Be« m he istly to in·· "

"Why." .Mi-· d'«ii iy Hald, us sh.· sal down In A
chair thai was plenty Ine· enough for two, "you
.»«...ml ih ·· the World this eten-

·a ?- not 1·· cause I had k· ep y.u
II n- you ? ouldu'l I.· Ip

' ' n't »orry .»hoot that,
? ust the world. Never

I feel .-·>

from w righi out
ir r·.· ? .. mind. 1

mysell thai
If »"i hadn't com·· down for an hoir I don't

I'd have noti«·, il ¡? "

:. for a moment, and

;. was telling me isl wi ek
«-..iv rul \ en good health. I

Wi I iv not bad th"
ni' h ol ou itely."

i·.· mighlil) Inter« sled In
tati .i m¡ health.'' hi t- pili ? maintaining

his devil ma) ne ·; r« -¦:¦ ? with nomi dlttti ulty,
for his Impulse was ;·> thro» himself si th« sweet
m tldi u's feel ind hat he could not live
Althoul hei love "My hi »Ith bis never been l»-t-

li ln*en lately," he went on "The reason
haven't called here rery often Is that I've had

ther ei ·?··'- broke several pressin" ones
lust in .¦.in·· »round this evening, for I »"poaed
you'd thinli ..· tayed .·> it) any longer,

«v. in'« ive you worry about ??· ?·>? any¬
thing 8a) that's a h. iati) way you've gol your

...r m. uii Makes you look forty y .iv> old.
Mow. If you'«! we.»r youi k further on your
head ll Wouldn't make your nose seem to turn up
so mu. h il ih.· end If I"

llul -?.· had sudden!) risen, and, without saying
.ins thing. Ii u r 11· rom the roo-anything, hum· ¡rom the roam.

A m.nl later the butler, who weighed III
pounds and had hie lists with long tuft« of hair

,ii. a pp. r.-.i in th» d«iorwuy tnd said:
v, l'Orsa) »ays to trun youse out and t -11

.,-ouse dal If you··« ever come around here wld
... ,·.· «he'll have youm ? an In."

Three minutes musi have elapsed before Al¡;> r-

non I'.·1-·. un w;i ible to gather himself up at
the '...ii p? ot the marble steps and limp away.

\ /«'/ I) OF ETICI ETTE.
I-'rom TH Hit»

\ trui g( in n usual!) :'·¦· that ll i; essen·
?,.,I t. |m eotirteoiis to Ihe leas! as to the great-
Hi -»il eti»|iiette .?·.··- noi nlways recognise thla.

Tl famous Talleyrand Is reported to hav« used
graduation ol politeness tn asking hla guests to

lak. ?··· "i « dinner party that be gave Tbs
er ol· i-li bus
To inn· · ol th» blood May ? hav.· the honor

nf sending . our Royal Highness a Imi·· beef?"
T.· u .Ink.· "Monaelgnetir, permit me to send

von a little I.f."
, ,

To inir.i'i'- M it'iui.-. ma) send >oii a utile

To a viscount: "Viscount, pray have s little

Toa h iron "liaron, do >·"? 'ake beef " "

To an utililled geni Lilian "Monsieur, some

beef."
T«i bis privai se« retai-y: "Beef:
ltut tli. r. wa-i yet an inferior personage present,

and i·. h.m Talleyrand utter· .1 no word lb simply
looked it bun. and mad«· an interrogative gesture
with the carving-knife, llul If the m.at ateta
?.?, om. of u- would noi trouble much how we
wi re' Invited lo It.

?

Tifosi: DFIR GIRLS.
Kioni The Cincinnati Bnqulrer.
I.aura I had to give up the M.·>.·!··. I eould not

conquer m> Inclination .» run people down.
flora Rspeclally when Hoir backs were turned«

eh, .bar.'
-a>-

i CI.F IR CASE THERE.

From The Chi.'ago N· w-

..So your uncle Is going to try bis Hying machins
to-morrow, I* he? lias he made his will'.""

*,,.» ?, it ev» rythlng to charity."
"Thai mi" Well, you don't see« lo be a! all put

out about It."
win sii..nid I be" Is there a .'»un m the land

tii n will hold a man who would monkey with a

flying machine to be of sound mind?"

I \ 1/7 HAL Ol FRY.

..Vom TU« ''MC·»!·.» I'«"»'

I mi getting ui> s little article about men of
wealth." explained the r. porter, as he entered the
.creai merchant's office, "aa u sorl of kesnon for th.»
young men of to-day. Would you mind telling me
h,.w you got your llrsl real stari In life.*"
"Not «t all. not at all. replied the old nun,

pleasantly "'-" you want the truth, or the regu»
laiton biographical rom nee that U orUinaril/
u.^cd? It's immaterial to tua"


